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A/an and The are the two types of English articles. There are rules to help you decide which one to use, but first you need to know what kind of noun you're using. Grammar Rule 1 When you have a single, right English noun, you must always have an article before it. We can not say please pass me pen, we must say please send me the pen or please send me a pen or please
send me your pen. Nouns in English may also be uncounted. Countless nouns can be concepts, such as life, happiness and so on, or materials and subjects, such as coffee, or wood. Grammar rule 2 Ej kantere nouns does not use 'a' or 'an'. This is because you can't count them. Advice, for example, is an innumerable noun. You can't say he gave me a piece of advice, but you
can say he gave me some advice, or he gave me some advice. Some nouns can be both enumerated and innumerable. For example, we say coffee means product, but we say a coffee when you ask for a cup of coffee. Grammar Rule 3 You can use 'the' to make general things specific. You can use 'the' with any type of noun – plural or singular, countable or innumerable. Please
send me a pen – any pen. Please send me the pen - the one we can both see. Children grow up fast – children in general. The children I know grow up fast – not all children, just the ones I know. Poetry can be beautiful- poetry in general. The poetry of Hopkins is beautiful - I'm just talking about poetry Hopkins wrote. More uses for English articles Here are a few more rules for
when we use English articles a/an and it – or when we omit the article: Rivers, mountain ranges, oceans, oceans and geographical areas all use 'the'. For example, the Thames, the Alps, the Atlantic Ocean, the Middle East. Unique things have the. For example, the sun, the moon. Some institutional buildings don't have an article if you visit them for that reason these buildings
exist. But if you go to the building for another reason, you need to use it. Her husband's in jail. (He's a prisoner.) She goes to prison to see him once a month. My son's at school. (He's a student.) I'm going to school to see the head master. She's in the hospital at the moment. (She's sick.) Her husband goes to the hospital to see her every afternoon. Musical instruments use 'the'.
She plays the piano. Sports doesn't have an article. He plays football. Diseases don't have an article. He has appendicitis. But we say a cold and a headache. Jobs use 'a'. I'm a teacher. Countries We do not use a if the country is singular. He lives in England. But if the name of the country has a plural meaning, we use it. People's Republic of China, the Netherlands, the United
States of America. Continents, cities and streets have no article. Africa, New York, Church Street. Theatres, cinemas and hotels have the. The Odeon, The Almeira, The Hilton. Abbreviations use 'the'. Un Imf. We use it before classes of people. the rich, the poor, the British. English Articles Quiz Level: Pre-Intermediate and above a famous detective and his deputy (This story is
based on a famous joke.) TIP SheetDEFINITE AND INDEFINITE ARTICLES In English there are three articles: a, one, and the one. Items are used before nouns or nouns and are a type of adjective. The specific article (it) is used before a noun to indicate that the identity of the noun is known to the reader. The indeterminate article (a, an) is used before a noun that is general or
when its identity is not known. There are certain situations where a noun takes no article. As a guide, the following definitions and table summarize the basic use of articles. Continue reading for a more detailed explanation of the rules and for examples of how and when to apply them. Definite article the (before a singular or plural noun) Indefinite article a (before a singular noun
starting with a consonant sound) one (before a singular noun beginning with a vowel sound) Count noun - refers to objects that can be counted and are either singular or plural Non-count subsuns - refers to objects that do not count and always singular COUNT NOUNS NON-COUNT NOUNS Rule #1Specific identity not known a, a (no article) Rule #2Specific identity known rule
#3All things or things in general (no article) (no article) To understand how articles are used, it is important to know that nouns can either count (can be counted) or noncount (indefinite in quantity and cannot be counted). In addition, count subsuns are either singular (a) or plural (more than one). Noncount nouns are always in singular form. For example, if we are talking about
water that has been spilled on the table, there may be a drop (singular) or two or more drops (plural) of water on the table. The word drop in this example is a count noun because we can count the number of drops. Therefore, according to the rules that apply to counting nouns, the word drop would use the article a or that. But if we are talking about water generally spilled on the
table, it would not be appropriate to count a water or two of water - it would simply be water on the table. Water is a noncount noun. Therefore, under the rules that apply to noncount nouns, the word water would use any article or that, but not a. The following are the three specific rules that explain the use of specific and indefinite articles. Rule #1 - Specific identity not known: Use
indeterminate article a or one only with a singular count noun whose specific identity is not known to the reader. Use a pre-noun that begins with a consonant sound, and use a pre-noun that begins with a vowel sound. Use item a or one to specify any non-specified member of a group or category. I think an animal is in the garagethat man is a scoundrel. looking for an apartment.
Use item a or one to specify one in the number (which (as more than one). I own a cat and two dogs. Use article a before a consonant sound, and use a pre-vowel sound. a boy, an apple £ Sometimes an adjective comes between the article and noun: an unhappy boy, a red apple Plural form of one or one is a few. Use some to specify an unspecified, limited amount (but more
than one). an Apple, Some Apples Rule #2 - Specific Identity Known: Use the specific article it with any noun (whether singular or plural, count or non-count) when the specific identity of noun is known to the reader, as in the following situations: Use the article it when a particular noun has already been mentioned before. I ate an apple last night. The apple was juicy and delicious.
Use this article when an adjective, phrase, or statement describing nouns clarifies or limits its identity. The boy sitting next to me raised his hand. Thank you for the advice you gave me. Use this article when nouns refer to something or someone that is unique. Relativity 2003 Federal Budget Rule #3 – All Things or Things in general: Don't use any article with plural count nouns or
any noncount nouns that are used to mean all or in general. Trees are beautiful in autumn. (All trees are beautiful in the fall.) He asked for advice. (He asked for advice in general.) I don't like coffee. (I don't like all the coffee in general.) Additional Information Regarding the use of items When you enter an unspecified, limited amount of a bill or noncount noun, use some. My cousin
sought some advice from an adviser (not advice in general or advice on everything, but a limited amount of advice). I would love some coffee right now (not coffee in general, but a limited amount of coffee). We might get rain tomorrow. Some rain would be good for the crops (a certain amount of rain, as opposed to rain in general). There are a few drops of water on the table (a
limited number, but more than a drop). Noncount nouns are those that usually can't be counted. The following are some common examples: ¶ Some food and drink items: bacon, beef, bread, broccoli, butter, cabbage, candy, cauliflower, celery, cereals, cheese, chicken, chocolate, coffee, corn, cream, fish, flour, fruit, ice cream, salad, meat, milk, oil, pasta, rice, salt, spinach, sugar,
tea, water, wine, yogurt, some substances without food: air, cement, coal, dirt, gasoline, gold, paper, petroleum, plastic, rain, silver, snow, soap, steel, wood, wood, ullAdesva most abstract nouns: advice, anger, beauty, trust, courage, employment, fun, happiness, health, honesty, information, intelligence, knowledge, love, poverty, satisfaction, truth, riches : history, mathematics,
biology, etc. £ Sports: football, football, baseball, hockey, etc. £ Language: Chinese, Spanish, Russian, English, etc. £ Other: clothing, equipment, furniture, homework, jewelry, luggage, lumber, machines, mail, money, news, poetry, pollution, research, landscape, traffic, transportation, work Geographical names are confusing because some require it and some do not. £ Use with:
united countries, large regions, deserts, peninsulas, oceans, seas, gulfs, canals, rivers, mountain ranges, groups of islands gobi desert the Gobi Desertthe United Arab EmiratesThe Sacramento Riverthe Aleutians Do not use with: streets, parks, cities, states, counties, most countries, continents bays, single lakes, single mountains, islands JapanChicoMt. EverestSan Francisco
Bay Example of the use of items I do not want a gun in my house (any gun). The gun is in his closet (suggesting there is a specific gun). I'm afraid of guns (all weapons in general). She sent me a postcard from Italy (an unspecific postcard - not a letter, not an email). It's the postcard That I have in my office (a specific postcard). Getting postcards makes me want to travel (all
postcards in general). I have a dog (a dog). The dog is very friendly (the dog that I have already mentioned). Dogs make large pets (dogs in general). Greta needs furniture in her apartment (furniture is a noncount noun). She will choose the furniture that she needs (the specific furniture that she needs). She hopes to find some furniture this weekend (an unspecified, limited amount
of furniture). We will see the Statue of Liberty this weekend (the only Statue of Liberty). Freedom).
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